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STEERING COMMITTEE
The US Agency for International Development, Sweden through the Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) launched the
Water and Energy for Food Grand Challenge June 2019 at the
Global Entrepreneurship Summit in The Hague, The Netherlands.



$50 MILLION DOLLARS
for 3 focus areas

Water/Food
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Energy/Food
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Water/Energy/Food
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SWFF/Powering Ag
Impact & Lessons 
Learned



Active Innovators’ Impacts Per $1,000 of SWFF Funding
(2014 – 2018)

240 End Users
Number of adopters

$253 in Sales
Product sales where 

applicable

1,182,178 Liters
Agricultural water consumption 

reductions  

228 Hectares
Cropland impacted

155,555 Liters
Volume of water reallocated

to food value chain

515 Hectares
Grazing land impacted

4,887 Liters
Increase in installed 

water storage capacity

313 Tons
Mass of crops grown 5



• 2013-2020
• $35 million ($20 million as grants)
• USAID, Sida, MFA-NL, and DST
• Focus: water efficiency, water storage,

and, saltwater intrusion

• 2012-2019
• $50 million ($25 million as grants) 
• USAID, Sida, BMZ, Duke Energy

Corporation, and OPIC
• Focus: solar powered irrigation, 

energy efficiency, and cold storage

Supported 
80 innovators

Nearly 7 
million 

beneficiaries 
reached

Nearly 6 
million tons of 

additional 
food produced

Water 
consumption 

reduced by >17 
billion liters

13.5 million 
USD energy 
costs saved

1.3 million 
trees saved

More than 
$58 million in 

additional 
funding

More than 350 
partnerships
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International Initiatives Funding Innovators

POWERING AGRICULTURE (PAEGC) SECURING WATER FOR FOOD (SWFF)



WE4F Areas of Interventions
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DIRECT GRANTS
via regional competitions and direct 

selection to promising innovators

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
for augmenting grant funds with 
services that enhance business 
operations

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
including a guarantee instrument 
and matchmaking between 
innovators and investors

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
including trainings to enhance 

stakeholder enhance 
operations

KNOWLEDGE GENERATION 
AND FACILITATION

for sharing best practices, lessons 
learned, pivots, failures, and 

successes

ADVOCACY
for an enabling environment



General Structure of WE4F
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Mandate of the New WE4F Regional Innovation Hubs
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Geographical Scope of WE4F
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Regional 
Innovation Hub 
MENA Region

Regional Innovation 
Hub West Africa, 

Côte d‘Ivoire
Regional 

Innovation  Hub 
East Africa, Kenya

Regional Innovation  
Hub South East 
Asia, Thailand

Algeria
Egypt
Jordan
Lebanon
Sudan
Tunisia
Yemen
Eritrea
Burundi 
Djibouti 
Ethiopia 
Kenya 
Rwanda 
Somalia 
South Sudan 
Tanzania 
Uganda

Thailand
Vietnam
Laos
Cambodia
Bangladesh
Bhutan
India
Sri Lanka
Nepal

Morocco
Benin
Burkina Faso
Cape Verde

Timor Leste
Indonesia
Malaysia
Myanmar
Philippines
Singapore
Brunei

Ivory Coast
The Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Liberia
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Togo
Mali
Mauritania
Niger
Nigeria



Program Targets and Actual Impact (Water)
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Program Targets and Actual Impact (Other)
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Chart Examples by Color
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Global Agriculture Industry is Facing Several Challenges
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DEMOGRAPHICS

NATURAL RESOURCES

CLIMATE CHANGE

FOOD WASTE

Agriculture 4.0: The Future of Farming Technology https://www.worldgovernmentsummit.org/api/publications/document?id=95df8ac4-e97c-6578-b2f8-ff0000a7ddb6



TFP – Indicator of Agriculture Innovation & Sustainability
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TOTAL FACTORY PRODUCTIVITY

Source: http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org/index.php/2017/03/sustainably-doubling-agricultural-productivity-the-right-global-goal-for-2050/
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THANK YOU
www.we4f.org
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QUESTIONS?


